EXAMINATION SYSTEM                149
translation from Greek and Latin into German in
the classical Gymnasium; papers on Latin and
one modern foreign language in 'the Realgymna-
sium; a paper on one modern foreign language
and chemistry, physics or biology in the Ober-
realschule and a paper on one modern foreign
language and history or geography in the
Deutsche Oberschule. In translating from a
foreign language, candidates are allowed the use
of lexicons. Another interesting feature of the
examination is that, in exceptional cases, a candi-
date is permitted to present,a thesis written by
him on some phase or aspect of one of the exam-
ination subjects, in which case he is exempted
from the paper on that or some allied subject at
his choice. The thesis must represent solid
individual work covering a year. It is not
popular, for its preparation involves much private
study and home-work, besides regular participa-
tion in the free activity group. Not only for the
thesis, but even for the oral examination, a candi-
date may select a subject in which he has specia-
lised. The Board of Examiners choose the other
subjects, which are generally those in which the
candidate has not done well in school work and in
the written examination.
At the end of the examination, the Board of
Examiners consider fully the case of each candi-
date. They base their final decision partly on the
candidate's record in the school and partly on the
result of his written examination and oral test.
Successful candidates receive a certificate, called